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Our free Christian society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Despite their other fine qualities, a large proportion of the daily press and radio 


caters to the most materialistic and sensational in popular tastes, and, along with the leading news weeklies, yields to the economic, political and military pressures that play upon narrow 


provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass media, therefore, are not adequate for 


the Christian mind which 


would maintain its dedication to truth. For its more discerning public, 


Between The Lines presents carefully selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, providing the layman with greater insight 
into the crucial issues of the day. These efforts are dedicated to the belief that only as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and communism and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards brotherhood in the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 


Progress in establishing interna- 
tional contacts among students has 
been greatly speeded by the efforts 
of some of the thousands of teach- 
ers who go abroad each year. By 
arrangement through advance cor- 
respondence with educators in 
Europe and Asia, the American 
teacher, on arrival at his foreign 
destination, is met by local teachers 
and students, and exchanges greet- 
ings and messages — on tape — be- 
‘tween his home school and the 
school he visits. Upon return home, 
the teacher can bring to the Amer- 
ican students direct communications 
from similar groups in the country 
visited — with an English transla- 
tion to go with it. Letters, photo- 
| graphs and questionaires are also 
exchanged, as well as discussions 
of current problems. 

In some cases, American teachers 
have been provided with suitable 
but inexpensive tape recording 
equipment to present to similar 
# groups abroad, so that the contacts 
by voice may be maintained in the 
future. For instance, a Mamaro- 
neck (N. Y.) High School teacher 
and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Ludwig, who are now traveling in 
Asia on a sabatical leave, carry with 
“§ them—on tape—the greetings and 
f messages from the Forum Club of 
their high school which has also 
sent gifts to foreign students. These 
gifts range from books and maga- 
tine subscriptions to a plough for a 
Young Farmers Club in a village in 
India. The Ludwigs have sent back 
similar greetings, messages and dis- 
B cussions from students in Asia. 

Such a program of friendship ex- 
change need not be limited to the 
school world. By advance planning, 
“pany American traveler can get in 
Pouch, in the foreign countries he 
‘P visits, with persons in his line of 
pork, or persons with similar hob- 
# bies or cultural interests, and set up 
contacts that can be maintained long 
after the traveler has returned home. 





UMMER BRINGS VACATIONS, pleasure trips and innumerable 
other interruptions. News usually moves more slowly in the sum- 
mer too; therefore during June, July and August, Between The Lines is 
published monthly. By extra care in selection and condensation of ma- 
terial, we keep our readers aware of the most important developments 
that affect all of our lives, while at the same time we reduce our pro- 
duction costs. This helps make possible our low subscription rate. 
Many readers make their summer vacation trips a spiritual mis- 
sion, a time when they can visit churches, make new friends — and 
introduce Between The Lines to new readers. As one subscriber writes, 
“We had long ago introduced Between The Lines to all our circle at 
home. But during vacation, new friends often ask, ‘Where did you learn 
that?’ So we always keep a few extra copies handy!” 
We have no agents but our readers. If you make your vacation 
trip a spiritual mission — take copies of Between The Lines with you. 


For this purpose, we will send you, by request, back numbers without 
charge. 











X-Ray and Forecast 


DEVASTATED VILLAGE IN EUROPE was being rebuilt by its 

people who were united in the suffering and need that had engulfed 
them. In clearing away the rubble to rebuild the village church, they found 
a statue of Christ which had been partially destroyed. They placed the 
statue within the new church — scarred, broken and without arms. Under 
it, they inscribed the words, “We are Thine arms.” (From The Friends 
Journal.) 

THERE ARE MANY WAYS in which Americans can be the 
arms of Christ: 

While political leaders debate foreign aid, Americans are serving 
hungry, diseased and troubled humanity in innumerable places. Some use 
dollars provided by the state, others are sent by private institutions, and 
still others represent religious organizations. But wherever they serve con- 
structively and with love, they are the arms of Christ. 

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER HAS URGED upon a reluctant 
Congress an economic aid program for Poland. Strong protests are raised 
against “helping the Communists.” Yet the vast majority in Poland are but 
the victims of communism. In our fatness we say, “Let them suffer until 
they are hungry and hopeless enough to overthrow the Reds.” But history 
teaches a strange lesson: Men rebel, not out of hopeless poverty and utter 
despair, but when they are stirred by fresh hope and renewed strength. 
This fact has confused tyrants for centuries. 

THE WORLD BANK (the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development), during the first quarter of 1957, loaned $87 million to 
India, Iran and Peru, bringing the total loans during the brief life of the 
Bank to $3 billion, $63 million. Credits have now been extended to 44 
different countries, a major factor in world recovery and progress. While 
the funds are derived from member states, the World Bank is operated en- 
tirely on a free enterprise basis, directed by a former Wall Street banker 
of unusual vision and dedication. The World Bank has confounded its 
critics by earning a very profitable return while rendering inestimable 
service to the borrowing nations. International cooperation does work and 
can be good capitalism — when the motive is more than profits. 


Ceontinued on NEXT page) 


Controversy 

Letters from our readers fre- 
quently remind us that Between The 
Lines, to do its job, must often 
tread in the center of controversy. 

Militarism: Our reports, which 
reveal the dangers, both real and in- 
herent, in the overemphasis of mil- 
itarism, bring warnings about the 
dangers of pacifism. When we re- 
port on the necessity of interna- 
tional armed power — to replace 
armed nationalism — in order to es- 
cape atomic war and world anarchy, 
some of our much respected pacifist 
friends charge us with supporting 
the military. We benefit by hearing 
the views of all, for there are many 
devout laymen on both sides. 

The fundamentals that must be 
kept foremost: (1) Everything man 
has ever used or built, in terms of 
war — and that includes the Korean 
conflict — is now obsolete. (If you 
doubt this, stop in your public li- 
brary and read reports in the issues 
of the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists 
for Sept., Oct., and Nov., ’56—also 
many subsequent issues.) (2) Any 
war from now on that involves the 
U. S. or Russia will very likely be- 
gin with atomic weapons — for nu- 
clear power has been integrated in- 
to all U. S.-U.S.S.R. tactical plans. 
(3) Once atomic weapons are used, 
there will be no way to prevent the 
use of ever larger ones, because 
they are so thorougly integrated 
from top to bottom. U. S. practice 
maneuvers have demonstrated this. 
(4) Any pressing of atomic arma- 
ments upon another nation is bound 
to create fear and retaliation with 
similar preparations by the oppos- 
ing power, the acts of each increas- 
ing and fostering tensions. U. S. 
military elements who press such 
tactics have become dangerous ex- 
tremists on this point and are more 
of a threat to the peace of the world 
and our own security than the Com- 
munists themselves. Right now the 
U. S. is installing atomic guided 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Controversy 
(continued) 
missiles in Formosa, in West Ger- 
many, Turkey and elsewhere, which 
press hard upon the Soviet’s vitals. 
If the Russians attempted to do this 
in Cuba, Mexico and New Found- 
land, the Pentagon would become a 
madhouse. Yet our military leaders 
pour out scare headlines whenever 
a Russian military officer protests 
our aggressive tactics and warns 
that Russia will be prepared to re- 
taliate. In heaven’s name, what else 
would we expect a Russian to say! 

To challenge such extremism is 
the most responsible kind of patriot- 
ism. We can’t accept the claims of 
these U. S. military chiefs that they 
are doing this because they have 
certain information not available to 
the public. Military intelligence does 
not have that good a record; all 
recent wars which have involved us 
have left whole regiments slaugh- 
tered, and billions in equipment lost 
— because of the gross blunders of 
military intelligence, blunders that 
were apparent to the ordinary, well- 
educated GI on the field at the time. 
The laws governing human nature 
and moral principles are not inferior 
to or abridged by military intelli- 
gence. 

Zionism: Our brief and occa- 
sional references to Zionism’s place 
in Mideast tensions have brought us 
some amazing letters. We respect 
the deep impassioned hopes of the 
Zionists. But everything we have re- 
ported — all of it respectfully and 
with compassion — about Israel’s 
situation, is true. No one has chal- 
lenged the facts. It so happens that 
there are large and notable Jewish 
organizations in America which are 
just as intensely anti-Zionist. Those 
who have written us that Between 
The Lines is becoming anti-Semitic 
because of our mention of Israel’s 
very real and heartbreaking prob- 
lems flaunt the truth. 

Life and Death Debate: Why do 
eminent scientists continue to warn 
against the dangers -of radiation 
from A-bomb tests, while the Atom- 
ic Energy Commission continues to 
say there is no danger? The world’s 
leading geneticists believe that not 
enough is known about the influ- 
ence of radiation upon human life 
to make any safe deductions. The 
AEC holds that tests in general 
have not increased radiation in the 
earth’s atmosphere beyond safety. 
But geneticists generally agree that 
radiation is man’s most deadly en- 
emy — including the use of X-Ray 
— and that through the centuries 
incalculable harm has already been 
done to the human life stream by 
natural radiation, thus that every 
new atomic explosion will cause 
many additional deformities. AEC 
appointments are usually made un- 


der pressure of politics and the mil- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


THE AMERICANS WHO SERVE on disarmament conferences 
are constantly combatting fear, suspicion, national prejudices and the re- 
luctance of the professional military mind to face new facts and new 
truths — even about their own science. The task of disarmament is now 
reaching new heights of importance, as we crowd upon the time when war 
is a matter of instantaneous, worldwide, nuclear horror. The Soviet’s pro- 
posal to open all of eastern Siberia and the Soviet Pacific islands to air 
inspection, if the U. S. will open the Aleutians, Alaska and the U. S. west 
of the Mississippi, is unacceptable to the U. S., yet it shows a new attitude 
towards disarmament. American commentators ignore the fact that the 
Russians have their second largest military installation across eastern 
Siberia bordering the Pacific. 

THE SOVIET RECOGNIZES that there will soon be no place to 
hide. In a few months the U. S., Britain and the U.S. S. R. will have space 
satellites circling the globe — experiments that will develop systems of space 
satellite observing and recording. How obsolete many things will then be- 
come! Leading U. S. observers in Russia report that the Soviet is sys- 
tematically dismantling its vast slave labor camp system, one of the Reds’ 
reasons for resistance to proposed air inspection. For Moscow could not 
allow photos of this massive penal system to be seen by the rest of the 
world. (A United Press dispatch on May 17 estimated that 70 per cent of 
the prisoners have been freed.) So disarmament discussions will soon be 
taking on new significance, new meaning. 


How WARS ARE MADE. Modern wars have not been started with- 
out the preparation of the public mind by a deliberate suppression of 
truth, by the disguising of greed as the “national interest,” and by other 
deceptions that condition a nation to endure the burdens and suffering 
which war entails. We are now in this pre-war stage relative to the Mid- 
east. Can the tide be turned? Only if an awakening is stirred. We have re- 
ported these trends before but the danger grows, widens and darkens until 
it has become by far the biggest cloud on the horizon. 

AMERICA’S MIDEAST POLICY is tied to oil. Congressional in- 
vestigations have documented it, although most press and radio channels, 
subservient to many pressures, have by-passed or ignored the findings. 
But the facts are not denied in Washington. Here is the story briefly put: 
President Eisenhower, in stopping the British-French-Israeli assault on 
Egypt last fall, renounced recourse to violence in solving Mideast prob- 
lems, and begged the world to accept the authority of the United Nations 
in solving these conflicts. This attitude panicked the Mideast-American oil 
corporations. They fear that the renunciation of violence would tempt 
Russia to invade rich Mideast areas, although top U. S. observers in Mos- 
cow do not agree. (See BTL, March 1; also Joseph Alsop, Washington 
Post, Jan. 25.) The oil giants likewise fear UN authority because the UN’s 
economic philosophy of necessity holds that all strategic centers of the 
earth’s vital materials should be under international direction so that all 
peoples may have a fair and just share. The American oil giants have op- 
posed and undermined all efforts to establish such authority. U. S. oil ex- 
ecutives have recently even denounced plans to internationalize Mideast 
pipelines to expedite management problems. (AP dispatch, March 30.) 

CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY has disclosed that in secret 
meetings with U. S. State Department officials, the oil corporation heads 
were reassured that the U. S. would not permit the loss of American oil 
holdings in the Mideast. (See BTL, Mar. 15; also N. Y. Times, Feb. 23.) 
Thus, in plain words, the Eisenhower doctrine was proclaimed to reassure 
the oil corporations — including the British and the Dutch Shell inter- 
ests — that the U. S. military would protect their holdings. Much pub- 
licity is now being released to impress upon the public mind that Mideast 
oil is “necessary to the national interest.” But this view is flatly disputed 
by independent American producers who are compelled to compete with 
cheaply produced Mideast oil imports and who hold that oil reserves in 
our Hemisphere are adequate. Many oil-rich territories remain undevel- 
oped in Canada and throughout vast South American areas. 

A PROPAGANDA DRIVE by the oil interests and their spokes- 
men in our press and radio is now in full swing — abetted by Adminstra- 
tion policy — to brand all anti-American and anti-Western sentiments in 
the Mideast as communistic. This is the second step in the build-up of war 
psychology, following the establishment of policies that Mideast oil hold- 
ings are “essential to our national interests.” The truth is that much of the 
Mideast does seethe with anti-Westernism which will evolve into anti- 
Americanism as the U. S. replaces Britain as the dominant power. That’s 
human nature: we are strong, and we are pumping out the resources of 
the area to bolster the wealth of the West. What can we expect of the mil- 
lions of impoverished peoples who see their national wealth drained off 
and going only to their corrupt rulers and to foreigners? Of course the Com- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Controversy 
(continued) 
itary, with only one scientist, Dr, 
Libby, endeavoring to speak for 
AEC policy. And he is not a genet. 
icist and has no authority, in terms 
of science, to refute the eminent 
scholars in the highly complex field 
of genetical studies. 

Beck and Beer: Did you notice 
that when the Senate committee’s 
investigation of labor and racketeer- 
ing finally got to the intricate and 
widespread tie between the Team. 
sters’ Union racketeers and the big 
beer syndicates, the story was re- 
layed to the press for one day, then 
promptly squelched? Spokesmen for 
the beer interests readily admitted 
the tie-up which threatened to take 
beer out of the hands of state liquor 
control boards and make it a racket 
througout all of the Northwest, in- 
cluding Alaska. The brewery ex- 
ecutives admitted that these connec. 
tions could have been severed by 
the brewers at any time, if they had 
chosen to do so. 


Did your paper cover this story? 
Few gave it much space; even the 
AP treated it lightly. The Chicago 
Tribune provided full coverage on 
May 10. Why did the Senate Com. 
mittee quickly lose interest in the 
Beck and Beer shenanigans, after 
spending so many days exploring 
the Teamsters’ relations to small 
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time gambling and a few forlom 
prostitutes? Is the committee really 


the point where its dividends are 
largest? 

Humbly and with a keen sense of 
inadequacy, Between The Lines will 
continue to provide our readers 
with what light we can find in these 
and other difficult paths. 





CONTRADICTION: Most Jap- 
anese officials believe that the U. S. 
restrictions against Japan’s relation- 
ship with Red China cannot last 
much longer. A general blackout of 
such news is maintained in_ the 
American press, especially of Jap- 
anese criticism of American policy. 


Keyes Beech, Chicago Daily News}. 


correspondent, reports that the long- 
er the U. S. maintains these restric 


products, therefore they do not want 
to offend the Americans. But they 
also realize that their survival de 
pends much more upon trade with 
China than with the U. S. For, while 


continues to lift barriers against 
the shipment of Japanese goods to 
America. 


the 
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Polish Capitalism 


DEFENSE — BY HYDROGEN, OR BY CHRISTIAN SHARING? 
Private enterprise is making a r 


GE Strike Against U. S.? 


When workers strike or threaten 





t, Dr. }jonificant comeback in Poland to strike, headlines feature the story. 
kK for}ince the Gomulka regime has But when large corporations threaten 
Senet. |chieved semi-independence from to strike against the Government or 
terms }oscow. Privately owned clothing the public, that news is handled with 
ninent }iores, novelty shops, bakeries, ga- delicacy and a fine regard for the 
x field ages are appearing in many sec- sensibilities of business. Executives 

ions of downtown Warsaw. While for the General Electric Company 
notice fhe state has not encouraged these recently told Congress that they 
‘ittee’s rivate enterprises, the inefficiency would stop work on the nation’s 
eteer- fof the government distribution sys- biggest atomic power plant unless 
e and Jems and the shortage of goods has the Government provided insurance 
Team- Jpened a market for the energetic to protect the corporation from 
he big Inerchant who can find sources of damage due to some atomic mis- 
as re-Jupply on his own. American and hap. The GE vice president, F. K. 


, then Piritish goods especially are favored. 











McCune, appearing before the Sen- 





en for} Charges have appeared in the ate- House Atomic Commission 
Mitted fpolish press that the privately owned 2° OqRNBcoes Committee, demanded that Con- 
O take fiysinesses are “exploiting the gress provide a $500 million indem- 
liquor nasses” by charging exorbitant X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) pion bac age peggy Dor bg 
“ gay patentee aon munists are taking advantage of such an opportunity to promote their ai would supplement, in case oe 
y pi ad a the eeadan dull al revolution. Does ignoring the facts, and shouting communism at all those any reactor accident, the much small- 
ae i ies wears eng a ce who won’t ally themselves with us, prepare us to meet the future? Anti- 4, liability coverage obtainable from 
ed by * Sooro gM scan ita lee tik Americanism is already so strong that King Hussein of Jordan had to re- private companies. For private in- 
vy fen tl : eer iS ject the proffered alliance with the U. S. through the Eisenhower doctrine = gyrance companies have limited this 
y juntain pens, razor blades, alarm When U. S. officials rushed to his aid during the recent Jordan crisis. type of insurance for GE to a small 
locks or such edibles as oranges, This, despite Hussein’s charges that his regime was being assaulted by “in- sum. GE no doubt has a sound case 
story? Joffe, chocolates. Yet these items ternational communism,” much of which he attributed to Israel. (N. Y. ont & justified in its demands, but 
. ee 6 April 26 and May 1.) it must be recognized that the use 
hicago finning to appear in the private of the strike nave is not restrict- 
Be on piops. 4 ; HE DREAM THAT BLOWS ON HOT COALS in millions of Arab eg to labor. 
Com. American observers in Warsaw breasts is the vision of a great Mohammedan Pan-Arabia. This dream BUS BOYCOTTS IN AFRICA: 
in the Helieve that the Gomulka regime is i, intense because it is both spiritual and political. The dream has three The ‘eedhaiees: af Gaeetldieas tans 
after Jooking the other way while private <tages: (1) Free the strategic Suez Canal, which links the two hemispheres, eiel es aa eae pln 
oring |enterprise opens up new channels from Western control, a task already accomplished. (2) Drive out Israel, Gan Negroes ~~ votest fs posal 
small }of supply in shortage goods which the barrier and chief obstacle to Arab unity and mastery of the Eastern pers on “4 a ite cae in 
orlom fhe state has been unable to pro- Mediterranean world. (3) Get the great oil wealth of the Mideast out of South Alien theese coaee eines 
Feally }iuce or provide in adequate quanti- Western hands and solely under Arab-Muslim control. Fulfillment of this hawe teen bebentiine the Patti i. 
‘Ing at fies. Many think this is the begin- dream will create a new, immensely rich and powerful political force in the ae in " end Pustodie 
ds are ning ts mixed ee eee a the world. Isn’t it very dull and unimaginative of us not to expect this. -... many aan ten to twenty 
kince there is a frank acknowledg- sti tics F oe ae ; 
niin af Ga (liens at Ge Chali dream to fire the ambitions of every young Arab politician and soldier miles daily, rather than ride the 
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ist system to produce what peo- 
le need. It also indicates the evo- 
utionary trends inevitable in all 
kconomic systems. 





FINNISH SOCIALISM: One of 





during the coming years — as it has already fired Nasser, Hussein, Kut- 
watly of Syria and others? 

WE HOPE AND PRAY that goodwill and sanity may find a way 
to save Israel. But let us not forget that British diplomacy fostered the 
creation of Israel, not out of compassion for the Jews, but as a means of 
blocking the Pan-Arabian dream in the days when London still lived on 


buses. The boycott was ostensibly a 
gesture of resentment against a 
raise in bus fares, but the buses fur- 
nish transportation to a new segre- 
gated district far removed from the 
white settlement. The Negroes are 





t Jap-be biggest lies pandered to the the principle of divide and rule. When the British, French and U. S. resisting what they feel is an exorbi- 
=o Sena = ; armed Israel and withheld arms from Egypt and Syria, these Arab states, ee 7 
> U.S. American people is that democratic . . os ; ; . tant fare used to maintain segrega 
, yet : : fearing Israel’s growth and military power, did not hesitate to accept aid ;; ; 
lation kocialism is the same as commu- , . : tion, for most of them work in the 
é el from Moscow. With our bombing bases crowding everywhere upon the hi : : 
ot last frism. Finland, which has withstood 55 ; : Bs white sections of the city. 
ie Rihanna - Wieden deaiaiaie Soviet’s frontier, we should expect, in the normal game of military tac- E : 
out of h oe iecs Gaamiiiie " = aan tics, that the Red strategists would make such counter moves. The head- TRAVEL FOR WORKERS: La- 
in the ” - a ee : ernie a lines that call President Nasser of Egypt and Shukri al Kutwatly of Syria or unions in the U. S. and Mexico 
yf Jap- oll eee ia a js oor communistic distort the picture and blind us to the truth. are conducting low-cost guided 
policy. r al sicing f the Fj ca ‘ae i MOSCOW DOMINATION obviously can have no place in Pan- ‘Urs for trade union vacationists as 
News f., ; nag had To go" f wed Arabian dreams. Any alliance between the Arabian states and communism 4 goodwill program between the 
e long: },,, oo s te : ‘ak “ " oe a is the fruit of military extremism and political blindness in London and ‘Wo neighboring countries. The ob- 
reat tag ‘ols ae pa “sorted iti 4. Washington. The military debacle in Suez last fall testifies to the extent of  Jectives are: to make possible for- 
iapeal 2 a -~ ye o — — “en this blindness. To focus on communism in this situation is like worrying ©!" vacations for rank-and-file la- 
The Setaate eedias te sais ae about the knocks in a truck engine when the brakes won't hold on a borers that are well within their 
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litical life, for Finland is now gov- 
erned by a coalition of the Socialist 


fend Agrarian Parties. The Soviet 


press constantly attacks the Finnish 
Socialists as saboteurs of the work- 
ers’ revolution and especially cites 
Tanner as “an evil genius.” 





downhill plunge. Even the ultra-reactionary U. S. News published a long 
interview with President Kutwatly of Syria on Jan. 18 which revealed the 
minor place of Communist influence in his regime. Why was Syria receiv- 
ing aid from Russia and why not from the West? Because aid from Russia 
comes with no strings attached, and Syria refuses to return to subservi- 
ence to the West. The interview burns with the Arab dream. (For back- 
ground on previous betrayals of Arabian hopes, read Heritage of The 


means and that will acquaint them 
with working conditions and meth- 
ods in the two countries. Three hun- 
dred trade unionists from the U. S. 
Southwest will visit Mexico City 
this season on four-day tours which 
will take them to the national, cul- 


le withf .,. Desert by the Mideast correspondent for the Christian Science Monitor, ‘al and industrial highspots in the 
- while} his Newsletter does not advo-  Warry B. Ellis — published by Ronald Press, N. Y., "56. Also Seven Pillars Federal District. Cost of the four- 
*, While Peate socialism in any form, but pro- — o¢ Wisdom by T. E. Lawrence — published by Doubleday, Doran, N.Y. day visits has been cut down to $57 
an Te Fests when the public is misled by +96. During World War I, Britian organized the Arab suet against the Per person, which includes travel, 
: U. S.fthe dangerously deceptive kind of Ottoman Empire which diverted most of Turkey’s strength from the guided sours, food and — 
agains! Freporting that links democratic so- German front; but after the Allied victory, Britain reneged on her prom- ent. Mexican labor groups will 
ods to Fcialism, such as Finland’s, with So- 


Viet-type communism. 





ises to support Arabian freedom in return for this war aid.) 
(continued on NEXT page) 


visit California and Texas cities 
under a similar program. 





Facts From Spain 

One of the most important books 
on Spain in recent years is the new 
volume by H. L. Matthews, The 
Yoke and The Arrows (Braziller 
Publishers, N. Y. $3.75). Mr. Mat- 
thews is a leading authority on 
Spain. He spent many years there, 
covered the Spanish Civil War for 
the N. Y. Times and returned a year 
ago as correspondent and observer. 
With an abundance of unanswer- 
able documentation, Mr. Matthews’ 
book destroys the main illusions 
about Spain and Franco which have 
been built up by the dictator’s re- 
iigious and political advocates. 

The first illusion — that Franco 
is a champion of freedom against 
communism — Mr. Matthews dis- 
poses of by an examination of the 
record. For there was no commu- 
nism in the pre-Franco Spain under 
the Republic, and the Republic had 
almost no Communists in it. The 
claim that Franco freed Spain from 
communism is patently false, since 
communism was not even men- 
tioned in the general's early procla- 
mation and was only mentioned Iat- 
er as an afterthought. Not until the 
Western democracies had all de- 
serted the Republican Government, 
while Franco was receiving full 
support from Hitler and Mussolini, 
did the Republicans turn to the only 
source of aid available to them — 
which was Russia. The Republican 
leaders accepted Russia’s military 
help, but never integrated any of 
the Communist principles into their 
political policy or practice. Franco 
championed the restoration of the 
rich landowners and the aristocracy 
who had seen their estates liquidat- 
ed by the Republic and the land 
divided among the peasants. The 
Roman Catholic Church, its inter- 
ests closely allied with those of the 
landed aristocracy, gave its blessing 
to Franco because the Republic 
also was liquidating many of the 
church’s extensive holdings. 

The second illusion Mr. Mat- 
thews demolishes is that Franco 
represents a position of strength in 
the American military defense sys- 
tem. He recalls that Hitler and 
Mussolini, who earlier paid Franco 
for what they thought were defense 
agreements, later got none of his 
pledged aid when they needed it 
most during World War II. 

Few Americans realize that the 
U. S. is spending $400 million on 
air bases in Spain without any fixed 
agreement with Franco that these 
bases will be available to the U. S. 
in times of emergency! 

The powerful friends of the Fran- 
co regime in Washington have 
pushed this expenditure through the 
Pentagon and through Congress, 
without giving the facts to the 
American people. Yet U. S. mili- 
tary officials make no denial of this 
charge that the availability of these 
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OW GREED BREEDS WAR: Millions in Europe and Asia are em- 

bittered over the tribute they must pay the Mideast American oil 
cartel to obtain the oil they need. Production cost of oil in Texas and Ok- 
lahoma is $1.85 per barrel; in the Mideast, where labor is cheap and the 
oil near the surface, a barrel is produced for 35 cents. But “to protect the 
world price structure,” said an oil executive who testified before the con- 
gressional committee, the Mideast oil is sold to the industries and to the 
people of Europe and Asia at the same price which Texas oil sells for 
throughout the world. This makes Mideast oil immensely profitable but 
has also caused anger and anti-Americanism all over the world. This cost- 
price discrepancy has even caused a trade war between the independent 
American oil companies who must compete with imported oil, and the 
American Mideast producers; but the conspiracy of silence continues. 

Italian and Japanese financiers are now in the Mideast, trying to 
break the American-British monopoly, as we have previously reported. 
They are offering the Arab rulers a 75 per cent share in the profits in con- 
trast to the 50-50 split the American-British cartels now provide. The 
Italian and Japanese financiers claim they can do this and still get the oil 
to their industries and people at considerably lower prices. They see no 
reason why their people should be compelled to further enrich the West 
and impoverish themselves to secure oil from their own Hemisphere. 

THE AMERICAN OIL PIONEERS should get full credit for their 
leadership, and their investments should be safeguarded. But is deception 
and unrestrained avarice the way to accomplish this? Sir Anthony Nut- 
ting, British Tory, formerly foreign minister under Eden, has suggested 
that the Western oil interests move quickly to a higher level of business 
vision and ethics. (See BTL, March 1.) He urged that an international as- 
sociation of oil producers and users be formed to lift this whole festering 
problem above the reach of revolution and nationalism while there is yet 
time. Although Sir Anthony Nutting’s articles appeared in the conserva- 
tive Herald Tribune during January, and were available for syndication, 
they received the silent treatment in almost all press and radio channels. 

WHAT POWER DO THE OIL CORPORATIONS HAVE in 
Washington? Every congressman is painfully conscious of the pressure that 
the oil interests can exert — and do exert — notwithstanding the valuable 
service congressional committees have rendered through investigating the 
machinations of the oil corporations in their relationship to the State De- 
partment, the Pentagon and the White House. Yet the congressmen who 
would promote remedial measures are powerless. 

ACTION WAS STARTED in the Senate during March to pass 
legislation that would reduce the tax-depletion allowance which oil cor- 
porations enjoy, from 272 per cent to 20 per cent. Two GOP Senators, 
Williams of Delaware and Aiken of Vermont, led the battle. Sen. Douglas 
(D., Lll.), a noted economist, detailed the many abuses the law has suf- 
tered. Then all three Senators, plus a few supporters, demanded that the 
proposed amendment to the tax law be decided by a recorded vote so the 
taxpayers could know who defended the oil corporations and who de- 
fended the taxpayers. The Senate refused, and enforced a voice vote, 
hence the amendment went down without a trace. Sen. Douglas then pro- 
posed an amendment that would put the depletion law on a sliding scale, 
which could be adjusted to an oil company’s resources and needs. Again a 
vote of record was blocked, and the amendment defeated by voice vote. 

A GOLDEN GIMMICK whereby the Arabian American oil cor- 
poration (Aramco) had been able to omit paying any taxes to the U. S. 
since 1950, was then brought to the attention of the Senate by Sen. Car- 
roll (D., Colo.). Aramco discovered in 1950 that taxes paid to a foreign 
government by a U. S. corporation are deductible from the U. S. tax. By 
re-labelling as taxes the profit split that had been going to King Saud as 
royalty, the 50 per cent spiit became deductible. Aramco has therefore 
been paying no taxes on its annual $280 million income! When the group 
of crusading Senators demanded corrective legislation, it became obvious 
that the pressure on most Senators was too strong to get any action. Con- 
gressional investigations of the recent unreasonable and totally unnecessary 
price rise in oil and gas have ended in the same way. Oil companies aver- 
aged an 18 per cent increase in profits last year. Investigations that 
brought out revealing facts came to nothing before the real power that 
rules. But the voter is still king —if he knows and cares enough. (See 
Marquis Childs’ report, Washington Post, March 29; also the depletion 
tax law debate in the Congressional Record.) 

ACRES OF HEADLINES have told of the squalid conditions 
within some of the big labor unions. And well they have. But if the theft 
of $300,000 by Dave Beck — or even a million dollars pilfered by the 
Beck-Beer-Teamsters combine is news, why isn’t the pilfering of over a 
billion dollars from the public treasury by the oil companies also news? 
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bases and our security depends op 
the will of “a most cautious ang 
most coldly calculating man who a 
a moment of crisis will make 
his own mind whether or not we 
may use them,” states Mr. Mat. 
thews. “Franco has an evil repy. 
tation throughout the democratic 
world. We have bargained with him 
for the use of Spanish land in the 
defense of democracy, while all the 
world, outside of Spain and Italy, 
considers him an enemy of demog. 
racy.” As evidence of Franco’s at. 
titude, Mr. Matthews points oy 
that no American flag is permitted 
to fly over these expensive U. § 
bases, that American officers are 
under rigid orders to keep out of 
political discussions and to dress jp. 
conspicuously in civilian clothes, 

If Congress wants to do a valy. 
able piece of investigation, they 
might undertake to find who wer 
the forces that exposed the Ameri. 
can defense system and drained the 
country and the taxpayer of its re 
sources on such a fantastic gamble, 


PROTESTANTS IN ITALY hay 
won a legal victory in Rome’s high. 
est tribunal. In the past, Roman 
Catholic Church officials have been 
able to use the Italian police to sup. 
press Protestant gatherings. But the 
Constitutional High Court recently 
ruled that all religious groups— 
Catholic and non-Catholic — mug 
be permitted to have public gather. 
ings and public worship without ad. 
vance notice to the police and mus 
not be interfered with by the police, 


JEWISH AND GERMAN 
YOUTHS: Associated Press dis 
patches from Germany describe 3 
ceremonial pledge of brotherhood 
between Jewish and German youth 
over the graves of 30,000 Jewish 
victims of Nazi persecution. Among 
the graves was that of Anne Frank, 
the heroine of a Pulitzer Prize play, 
who was put to death in a gas 
chamber. The ceremony opened 
brotherhood week in West Ger 
many, sponsored by the Christiap- 
Jewish Society. Two thousand Ger- 
man and Jewish young people of 
Hamburg made the pilgrimage t 
the graves at Bergen-Belsen. 


NASSER AND RACE: A noted 
Anglican clergyman from Sout 
Africa, Dr. Martin Jarret-Kerr, who 
recently visited New York churches 
reports that African students every 
where are hailing President Na 
ser of Egvpt as the hero of Afric 
“Nasser represents the colored rae 
who oppose the domination of th 
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all the world of color,” states 
Episcopal clergyman. “The devotic 
to Nasser is a symbol of the 
freedom of the world of color af 
is an enormous force that will 
far-reaching effects.” 
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